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Acting Secretary of State Tahesha Way Visits John F. Kennedy Elementary School

(Wayne, New Jersey) - On February 22, Mrs. Hilary Caruso’s Kindergarten class at
John F. Kennedy Elementary School welcomed Acting Secretary of State Tahesha
Way.  Secretary Way joined the class to celebrate Black History Month and the
artistic work of Alma Woodsey Thomas, an African-American artist and teacher who
lived and worked in Washington, D.C., and is now recognized as one of the most
important American painters of the 20th century.  She was the first African American
woman to have a solo exhibition at New York’s Whitney Museum of American Art,
and she exhibited her paintings at the White House three times. Thomas was the
first student to graduate with a fine arts degree from Howard University.

Alma Woodsey Thomas taught art to junior high school students for over three
decades before becoming a full-time artist.  As a result, she is also a source of great
inspiration for older artists.

Secretary Way joined Mrs. Caruso’s class, introduced herself, and read Alma's
Dream, a rhyming book about Alma Woodsey Thomas’ life and art.  After the lesson,
students created their own masterpieces based on the beauty and style of the
artwork that was on display.

Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Hilary Caruso commented, “It was an honor having
Secretary Way join our kindergarten classroom for a celebration of Black History
Month. She was warm and friendly, and the children were engaged in the lesson with
her the whole time. She is welcome back anytime.” Principal Ms. Kolleen Myers
added, “JFK loved hosting such an inspirational woman at our school during our
recognition of Black History Month. Secretary Way interacted with our youngest
learners in such a warm and kind way much like Alma Woodsey Thomas did with her
students all those years ago.”
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Secretary Way Reading the Book, Alma's Dream

Superintendent Dr. Mark Toback and Secretary Way Working on their Projects

Secretary Way(l) and Mrs. Caruso (r)
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